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PHIL 366: Philosophy of Mind
Spring 2026 | Mon & Wed | 3:30-4:45 PM | Taliaferro 1103 

I. Course Information
· Instructor: Joe Gurrola
· Email: Gurrola@umd.edu
· Office Hours: M/W, 2-3 pm
· Required Text: Philosophy of Mind: A Contemporary Introduction (any edition) by John Heil. 
· Supplemental Readings: Weekly articles and primary source excerpts provided via Perusall.

II. Course Overview
What is the mind? I'm not really sure, but it seems to me that if you're reading and understanding this, you have one. (You may disagree. Maybe you agree with those philosophers who claim that there really are no minds.) Where is it? How is it related to your brain? What does it do? How does it do what it does? Can we make artificial minds? Our goal this semester will be to get a firmer grasp on the answers to these questions. We'll start by thinking about the relationship between the mind and the brain (what is commonly known as the mind-body problem). Then we'll delve more deeply into issues which are part of the contemporary focus of philosophers studying the mind. These may include (but are not limited to) the nature of mental causation, whether the mind reduces to (is identical with) the brain, whether artificial minds are possible, and whether animals have minds. Finally, we'll use what we've learned in the first two thirds of the semester to read and critically discuss a recent monograph of the class’s choice.
Learning Objectives
By the end of the class you should:
· Have a firm grasp on the different philosophical theories of the relationship between the mind and the body.
· Have a good sense of what you think the right understanding of this relationship is.
· Have a deeper understanding of the problems in resolving the mind-body problem.
· Be able to read and discuss contemporary texts in the Philosophy of Mind.

III. Expectations
Discussions/Participation
In popular culture philosophers are often depicted as sitting alone (often under a tree) and thinking deep thoughts, but in reality a lot of philosophical work occurs in discussion. The more you talk and the less I talk -- the more we discuss the questions and issues that are the focus of this course -- the more you will get out of this course. Please come to class having thought about the material and ready to continue actively engaging the material.
I expect you to read the material for each class and come to class having thought about the reading and ready to discuss it. Don't hesitate to ask questions about material which confuses you, or to speak up if I've said something you think is wrong. I will have my opinions about the material we're reading. Your opinions may differ. If they do, feel free to say so! We should be philosophizing together as a class.
I have high expectations of you. We will be reading and discussing difficult works of philosophy at a fairly deep level. I expect you to be able to contribute to this discussion, and to do so on a regular basis. Quality counts.
Discussion Guidelines
· BE RESPECTFUL. Both of each other and of the philosophers we're studying. A little humility is a good idea. You might think that an idea is silly, but realize later that it was actually an excellent idea.
· LISTEN. Part of being respectful is to listen to what others are saying (or writing). Make a sincere effort to understand the viewpoints you might initially think are incorrect.
· ANYTHING GOES. My goal in this course is not to get you to have the right view about these issues. I'm not even sure what the right view is. My goal is that you learn something about the nature of the issues. Don't be afraid to disagree with me or with your classmates. And don't worry about being consistent; we all change our minds.
· THINK FIRST. Spend a few moments thinking about what you want to say, whether it makes sense, and how to best communicate your thoughts. Of course, I'll help midwife your ideas as best I can.
· EVIDENCE COUNTS. My response to what you say in class will frequently be one of two questions: What does that mean? and Why should the rest of us believe what you say? This is the crux of philosophy: you want to convince the rest of us that you're right. You should be warned: I'm hard to convince.

IV. Assessment
Your grade is built on two things: staying active every week and showing what you've learned on the major projects. I value steady progress as much as performance on major exams.
Engagement (45%)
· Perusall Annotations (20%): Completed before class time on Wednesdays. You will provide digital commentary on primary texts. Evaluation is based on the quality of your insights and your interaction with peers.
· Weekly Quizzes (15%): Administered most Mondays. These are brief assessments of the vocabulary and arguments in Monday’s reading.
· Class Participation (10%): Based on your contributions to the class and completion of in-class writing prompts. There are many ways to contribute! See attachment in ELMS on Participation. 
Exams (40%)
· Midterm Exam (20%): A two-part exam on March 9 and 11. Part 1 is multiple choice; Part 2 is short essay. Covers material from Weeks 1–6.
· Final Exam (20%): A cumulative two-part exam on May 13. Evaluates your mastery of the entire semester’s curriculum.
Reflection (15%)
· Physicalism and Existentialism Group Project
· Individual Reflection: Four 5–7 minute video logs exploring identity, mortality, and the soul.
· Group Dialogues: Three one-hour recorded discussions with your assigned group regarding freedom and meaning in a physical universe. See attachment in ELMS for more details.

V. Grades and Late Work
Grading Scale
· A+: 98% | A: 94% | A-: 90%
· B+: 88% | B: 84% | B-: 80%
· C+: 77% | C: 73% | C-: 70%
· D+: 67% | D: 63% | D-: 60%
· F: below 60%
Late Work
Enrolling in a class comes with a commitment to organize the rest of your around your academic schedule, rather than the other way around. Please mark your calendars, now, with all deadlines for the course, and organize your travel, social, and job interview schedules for the semester in such a way that you will be able to meet your academic deadlines.

There are no make-up quizzes or thought questions. Late work for Perusall and the Physicalist Existentialism project is accepted with a 10% per day penalty.


VI. DETAILED READING SCHEDULE
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Required Reading & Preparation

	1
	Jan 28
	Introduction and The Mind-Body Problem
	Heil: Ch. 1 (Introduction)

	2
	Feb 2
	Substance Dualism I
	Heil: Ch. 2 & Descartes, Meditations II and VI
Quiz #1

	
	Feb 4
	Substance Dualism II
	Perusall #1: Elisabeth & Descartes Correspondence
Smullyan: An Unfortunate Dualist

	3
	Feb 9
	Behaviorism
	Heil: Ch. 4 & Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth”
Quiz #2

	
	Feb 11
	The Failure of Behaviorism
	Perusall #2: Putnam, "Brains and Behavior"

	4
	Feb 16
	Identity Theory I
	Heil: Ch. 5 (The Identity Theory)
Quiz #3

	
	Feb 18
	Identity Theory II
	Perusall #3: Smart, "Sensations & Brain Processes"

	5
	Feb 23
	Functionalism I
	Heil: Ch. 6 (The Functionalist Picture)
Quiz #4

	
	Feb 25
	Functionalism II
	Perusall #4: Putnam, "The Nature of Mental States"

	6
	Mar 2
	Critics of Functionalism
	Lewis, "Mad Pain..." & Block, "Troubles..."
Quiz #5

	
	Mar 4
	Physicalism Wrap Up
	Perusall #5: Kim, “The Many Problems of Mental Causation”

	7
	Mar 9
	MIDTERM EXAM PART 1
	In-Class Multiple Choice Exam (Weeks 1-6)

	
	Mar 11
	MIDTERM EXAM PART 2
	In-Class Essay Exam (Weeks 1-6)

	
	Mar 16/18
	SPRING BREAK
	No Classes

	8
	Mar 23
	Subjectivity
	Perusall #6: Nagel, "What Is It Like to Be a Bat?"


	
	Mar 25
	The Knowledge Argument
	Jackson, "Epiphenomenal Qualia"
Quiz #6

	9
	Mar 30
	The Hard Problem
	Perusall #7: Chalmers, "Facing Up to the Problem..."

	
	Apr 1
	Denying Qualia
	Dennett, "Quining Qualia"
Quiz #7

	10
	Apr 6
	Mapping Animal Minds
	Perusall #8: Birch et al., "Dimensions of Animal Consciousness"

	
	Apr 8
	Beyond Human Uniqueness
	Andrews & de Waal, "Is it time to stop searching..." Quiz #8

	11*
	Apr 13
	Intentionality
	Heil: Ch. 11 (Intentionality)
Quiz #9

	
	Apr 15
	The Intentional Stance
	Perusall #9: Dennett, "True Believers"

	12
	Apr 20
	Introspection
	Schwitzgebel, "The Unreliability of Naive Introspection"
Quiz #10

	
	Apr 22
	Transformative Experience
	Perusall: L.A. Paul, "What You Can’t Expect..."

	13
	Apr 27
	Selected Monograph
	TBD

	
	Apr 29
	Selected Monograph
	TBD

	14
	May 4
	Selected Monograph
	TBD

	
	May 6
	Selected Monograph
	TBD

	Finals
	May 13
	FINAL EXAM
	Comprehensive Two-Part Exam (MC & Essay)




VII. TIME COMMITMENT
The University instructs me to inform you about the amount of time you can expect this course to take. Of course, any estimate from me is likely to be wildly inaccurate given that the time you spend will depend on how fast you read, how fast you write, and on how much time you spend simply thinking about the issues the course raises. However, based on a 10-page per hour reading speed and a one page per hour writing speed, I estimate that you will spend

· In-Class: 2.5 hours per week.
· Outside of Class: 5 hours per week. Some weeks this will be higher (e.g., when you have an exam or meet for a group discussion), and some weeks this will be lower (e.g., when you do not have an exam).

VIII. CLASSROOM POLICIES
Reading Expectations
I will try to space out the readings to give you time to complete them, and to give us adequate time to talk about them, but there will be weeks when you have a lot to read. Give yourself time to do the readings thoroughly. Twice. I expect you to do all of the required reading, and to come to class with thoughts about what you have read. If you don't have something to say or something to ask, then you didn't read the material.
Cell Phones and Computers
Cell phones and laptop computers are wonderful things. But cell phones do not belong in class. Turn your phone off when class starts. This means that you should not be using your phone to send or receive texts or to send or receive phone calls, among other uses. Nor should your phone ring during class. If you do use your phone during class (or if it rings), you will be asked to leave class. If this happens twice, turning in your phone at the beginning of class will become a condition for attending class. Device use will also lose you participation points.
I find that computer use interferes with the ability to have a productive class discussion. Consequently, you are not to use your computer in class. If this causes a special hardship for you, feel free to discuss this with me.
Prohibition of the use of AI
The use of AI tools (ChatGPT, Copilot, Gemini, Claude, Grammarly, etc.) is prohibited for outlining, producing, or editing any written or oral assignment. You may not consult any of these tools while completing at-home assignments. Course assistance websites, such as CourseHero, or AI-generated content are not permitted sources.

IX. COMMUNICATION & UNIVERSITY POLICIES
I use ELMS to send out important announcements. Please consult ELMS regularly. Email is OK for administrative questions; intellectual questions are better discussed during office hours.
University Policies: It is our shared responsibility to understand and abide by University policies (academic integrity, accommodations, excused absences). Visit https://go.umd.edu/ug-policy for full details.

